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down in the earth, praising simplicity and virtue
and the love of God wherever he sees it, pro-
testing against tyranny and selfishness, bearing
others' burdens as far as he can, he may exer-
cise the priesthood of God. Such men are to
be found in every Church, and even holding the
highest places in them ; but such a priesthood
is found, though perhaps few suspect it, by
thousands among women where it is found by
tens among men. Perhaps it may be said that
if a man adds the tenderness of a woman to the
serene strength of a man, he is best fitted for
the task ; but the truth lies in the fact that the
qualities for the exercise of such an influence
are to be found far more commonly among
women than among men, though accompanied
as a rule by less consciousness of it, and little
desire to exercise it officially ; indeed it is the
very absence of egotism among women, the ab-
sence of the personal claim, that makes them
less effective than they otherwise might be, be-
cause they do not hold an object or an aim
dear enough. They desire to achieve, rather
than to be known to have achieyed ; and yet
in this unperceptive world, human beings are
apt to choose for their guides and counsellors